V. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit, and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

V. Let us pray.
R. O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did
instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same
Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever rejoice in His
consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Saint Maria Teresa Goretti (October 16, 1890 – July 6, 1902) is an
Italian virgin-martry of the Catholic Church, and one of the
youngest saints to be canonized. She was born to a farming family.
Her father died when she was nine, and they had to share a house
with another family, the Serenellis. Maria took over household
duties while her mother, brothers, and sister worked in the fields.
One afternoon, Alessandro, the Serenellis' twenty-year-old son,
made sexual advances to her. When she refused to submit to him,
he stabbed her fourteen times. She was taken to the hospital but
she died forgiving him. He was arrested, convicted, and jailed.
During imprisonment he repented. After 27 years he was released
from prison and visited her mother to beg forgiveness, which she
granted. He later became a lay brother in a monastery, dying in
1970. She was beatified in 1947, and canonized in 1950.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Goretti

Alessandro Serenelli,- Murderer of St. Maria Goretti
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The Divided Kingdom

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king.
And when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, whither he had fled from King
Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the
assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, "Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the
hard service of your father and his heavy yoke upon us, and we will serve you." He said to them, "Depart for
three days, then come again to me." So the people went away. Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old
men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, "How do you advise me to answer
this people?"
And they said to him, "If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words to
them when you answer them, then they will be your servants for ever." But he forsook the counsel which the old
men gave him, and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him. And
he said to them, "What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, `Lighten the yoke that
your father put upon us'?" And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, "Thus shall you speak
to this people who said to you, `Your father made our yoke heavy, but do you lighten it for us'; thus shall you say
to them, `My little finger is thicker than my father's loins. And now, whereas my father laid upon you a heavy
yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.'" So
Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, "Come to me again the third
day."
And the king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel which the old men had given him, he
spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will
add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions." So the king did
not hearken to the people; for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfil his word,
which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. And when all Israel saw that the
king did not hearken to them, the people answered the king,
"What portion have we in David?
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel!
Look now to your own house, David."
So Israel departed to their tents.
But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.

And when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him
to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed
the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. When Rehoboam came to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, a
hundred and eighty thousand chosen warriors, to fight against the house of Israel,
to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.
But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God: "Say to Rehoboam the
son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to
the rest of the people, `Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight against
your kinsmen the people of Israel. Return every man to his home, for this thing is
from me.'" So they hearkened to the word of the LORD, and went home again,
according to the word of the LORD. Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill
country of Ephraim, and dwelt there; and he went out from there and built
Penuel.
And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom will turn back to the house of
David; if this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at
Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam
king of Judah, and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah." So
the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold. And he said to the people,
"You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt." And he set one in Bethel, and the other
he put in Dan. And this thing became a sin, for the people went to the one at
Bethel and to the other as far as Dan.

In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the
son of Omri began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the son
of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.
And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the
LORD more than all that were before him. And as if it
had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for wife Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and
served Baal, and worshiped him. He erected an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in
Samaria. And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all
the kings of Israel who were before him.

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab,
“As the LORD the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand,
there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.” And the word of the LORD came to him, “Depart
from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the
brook Cherith, that is east of the Jordan. You shall drink
from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to
feed you there.” So he went and did according to the
word of the LORD; he went and dwelt by the brook
Cherith that is east of the Jordan. And the ravens
brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread
and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook.

So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel, and gathered the
prophets together at Mount Carmel. And Elijah came near to all
the people, and said, “How long will you go limping with two
different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal,
then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word.
Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet
of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty
men. Let two bulls be given to us; and let them choose one bull
for themselves, and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but
put no fire to it; and I will prepare the other bull and lay it on
the wood, and put no fire to it. And you call on the name of
your god and I will call on the name of the LORD; and the God
who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It
is well spoken.”

Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for
yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; and
call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” And they
took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it,
and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon,
saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no
one answered. And they limped about the altar which they
had made. And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry
aloud, for he is a god; either he is musing, or he has gone
aside, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must
be awakened.” And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after
their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed
out upon them. And as midday passed, they raved on until
the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no
voice; no one answered, no one heeded.

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me”; and all
the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the
LORD that had been thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones,
according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to
whom the word of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your
name”; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the
LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would
contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order,
and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said,
“Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt offering, and
on the wood.” And he said, “Do it a second time”; and they did it
a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it
a third time. And the water ran round about the altar, and filled
the trench also with water.

And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet
came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am
thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.
Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that
thou, O LORD, art God, and that thou hast turned their hearts
back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt
offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked
up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, he is God;
the LORD, he is God.” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the
prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized
them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and
killed them there. And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink;
for there is a sound of the rushing of rain.”

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had slain all
the prophets with the sword.
Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods
do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one
of them by this time tomorrow." Then he was afraid, and he arose
and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongs to
Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day's
journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom
tree; and he asked that he might die, saying, "It is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life; for I am no better than my fathers."
And he lay down and slept under a broom tree; and behold, an
angel touched him, and said to him, "Arise and eat." And he
looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot
stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down
again. And the angel of the LORD came again a second time, and
touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, else the journey will be too
great for you." And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the
mount of God.

And there he came to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, and he said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
He said, "I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the people of
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." And he
said, "Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD." And behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire,
but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him, and said, "What are you doing here,
Elijah?"
He said, "I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the people of
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." And the
LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; and when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria; and Jehu the son of Nimshi
you shall anoint to be king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah
you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. And him who escapes from the sword of
Hazael shall Jehu slay; and him who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.
Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him."

In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah
the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign.
He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was
Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was right in the
eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had
done. He removed the high places, and broke the pillars, and
cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze
serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of
Israel had burned incense to it; it was called Nehushtan. He
trusted in the LORD the God of Israel; so that there was none
like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor among
those who were before him. For he held fast to the LORD; he
did not depart from following him, but kept the
commandments which the LORD commanded Moses.

And the LORD was with him; wherever he went forth, he
prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria, and would not
serve him. He smote the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory,
from watchtower to fortified city. In the fourth year of King
Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah, king
of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria
and besieged it and at the end of three years he took it. In the sixth
year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Hoshe'a king of
Israel, Samaria was taken. The king of Assyria carried the Israelites
away to Assyria, and put them in Halah, and on the Habor, the
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, because they did not
obey the voice of the LORD their God but transgressed his
covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD
commanded; they neither listened nor obeyed.

“Thus shall you speak to Hezekiah king of Judah: ‘Do not let your
God on whom you rely deceive you by promising that Jerusalem
will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, you
have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands,
destroying them utterly. And shall you be delivered? Have the
gods of the nations delivered them, the nations which my fathers
destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who
were in Tel-assar? Where is the king of Hamath, the king of
Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or
the king of Ivvah?’” Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of
the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house
of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.

“Therefore,” thus says the LORD concerning the king of
Assyria, “He shall not come into this city or shoot an arrow
there, or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege
mound against it.
By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and
he shall not come into this city, says the LORD. For I will
defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake
of my servant David.” And that night the angel of the
LORD went forth, and slew a hundred and eighty-five
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men
arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead
bodies.

In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death.
And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and said to
him, "Thus says the LORD, `Set your house in order; for you shall
die, you shall not recover.'"
Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to the
LORD, saying, "Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I
have walked before thee in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and
have done what is good in thy sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.
And before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of
the LORD came to him: "Turn back, and say to Hezekiah the prince
of my people, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: I
have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will heal
you; on the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD.
And I will add fifteen years to your life. I will deliver you and this
city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this
city for my own sake and for my servant David's sake."

At that time Merodachbaladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys
with letters and a present to Hezekiah; for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick.
And Hezekiah welcomed them, and he showed them all his treasure house, the
silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his armory, all that was found in his
storehouses; there was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did
not show them. Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him,
"What did these men say? And whence did they come to you?" And Hezekiah
said, "They have come from a far country, from Babylon." He said, "What have
they seen in your house?" And Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all that is in
my house; there is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them." Then
Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD:
Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your
fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be
left, says the LORD. And some of your own sons, who are born to you, shall be
taken away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon." Then
said Hezekiah to Isaiah, "The word of the LORD which you have spoken is good."
For he thought, "Why not, if there will be peace and security in my days?"

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was
Hephzibah.
And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according
to the abominable practices of the nations whom the LORD
drove out before the people of Israel. For he rebuilt the high
places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he
erected altars for Baal, and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of
Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of heaven, and
served them. And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of
which the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem will I put my
name.” And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two
courts of the house of the LORD. And he burned his son as an
offering, and practiced soothsaying and augury, and dealt with
mediums and with wizards. He did much evil in the sight of
the LORD, provoking him to anger.

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of
God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the
house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury
of his god.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses ,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
Amen

Jesus led His disciples out near Bethany, and with
hands upraised, blessed them. (Lk. 24:50)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

Jesus addressed them in these words:
Full authority has been given to Me
both in heaven and on earth. (Mt. 28:18)

Hail Mary, full of Grace the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Go therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. (Mt. 28:19)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

And know that I am with you always,
until the end of the world. (Mt. 28:20)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

The man who believes in the good news and accepts
baptism will be saved; the man who refuses to believe
in it will be condemned... (Mk. 16:16)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

As Jesus blessed them, He left them and
was taken up to heaven. (Lk. 24:51)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

He was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which
took Him from their sight. (Acts. 1:9)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

This Jesus Who has been taken from you will return,
just as you saw Him go up into the heavens.

Hail Mary, full of Grace the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

They fell down to do Him reverence, then returned
to Jerusalem filled with joy. (Lk.24:52)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

Jesus took His seat at
God's right hand. (Mk. 16:19)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen

O my Jesus forgive us our
sins, save us from the fires
of hell. Lead all souls to
heaven especially those
most in need of your mercy.
Amen

