V. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit, and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

V. Let us pray.
R. O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did
instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same
Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever rejoice in His
consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska (1905–1938), was a Polish Roman Catholic nun and
mystic. Her apparitions of Jesus Christ inspired the Roman Catholic devotion to
the Divine Mercy and earned her the title of "Secretary of Divine Mercy".
Throughout her life, Saint Faustina reported having visions of Jesus and
conversations with him, of which she wrote in her diary, later published as The
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine Mercy in My Soul.
At the age of 20 years, she joined a convent in Warsaw, was transferred to Plock,
and was later moved to Vilinus where she met her confessor Father Michal
Sopoćko , who supported her devotion to the Divine Mercy. Saint Faustina and Fr.
Sopoćko directed an artist to paint the first Divine Mercy Image, based on Saint
Faustina’s vision of Jesus. Fr. Sopoćko used the image in celebrating the first Mass
on the first Sunday after Easter. Subsequently, Pope John Paul II established the
Feast of Divine Mercy on that Sunday of each liturgical year. The Roman Catholic
Church canonized her as a saint on 30 April 2000.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faustina_Kowalska

Divine Mercy

Feast Day
Image
Novena
Chaplet
Holy Hour

Divine Mercy Sunday
is the week after Easter

“I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and
shelter for all souls, and especially for poor
sinners. On that day the very depths of My
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the Fount of My Mercy. The soul that
will go to Confession
and receive Holy Communion
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment.”

“I am offering people a vessel
with which they are to keep coming
for graces to the fountain of mercy.
That vessel is this image
with the signature:
‘Jesus, I trust in You.’”

A novena is a series of prayers
that are made over nine days.

The Lord told me to say this chaplet for nine
days before the Feast of Mercy.
“It is to begin on Good Friday.
By this novena,
I will grant every
possible grace to souls.”

Oh, what great graces I will grant to souls who say this
chaplet; the very depths of My tender mercy are
stirred for the sake of those who say the chaplet.
Write down these words, My daughter. Speak to the
world about My mercy; let all mankind recognize My
unfathomable mercy.
It is a sign for the end times;
after it will come the day of justice.
While there is still time,
let them have recourse to the fount of My
mercy; let them profit from the Blood and Water
which gushed forth for them.

“I remind you, My daughter, that as often as you hear the
clock strike the third hour, immerse yourself
completely in My mercy...try your best to make the
Stations of the Cross in this hour, provided that your
duties permit it; and if you are not able to make the
Stations of the Cross, then at least step into the
chapel for a moment and adore, in the Blessed
Sacrament, My Heart, which is full of mercy; and
should you be unable to step into the chapel,
immerse yourself in prayer there where you happen
to be, if only for a very brief instant.”

The Return from Exile

"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have
not obeyed my words, behold, I will send for all the tribes of
the north, says the LORD, and for Nebuchadrezzar the king
of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them against this
land and its inhabitants, and against all these nations round
about; I will utterly destroy them, and make them a horror, a
hissing, and an everlasting reproach. Then after seventy years
are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, says the
LORD, making the land an everlasting waste.
Jeremiah 25 8-9, 12

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer...
who says of Cyrus, `He is my shepherd,
and he shall fulfill all my purpose';
saying of Jerusalem, `She shall be built,'
and of the temple, `Your foundation shall be laid.'"
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped,
to subdue nations before him
and ungird the loins of kings,
to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed
Isaiah 44:24, 28-45:1

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put
it in writing: "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go
up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel -- he is the God who is in Jerusalem; and let each survivor, in whatever place
he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods
and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God which is in
Jerusalem." Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin,
and the priests and the Levites, every one whose spirit God had stirred to go up to
rebuild the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem; and all who were about
them aided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and
with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered.
Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD which
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his
gods. Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in charge of Mithredath the
treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

When the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in the
towns, the people gathered as one man to Jerusalem.

Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak, with his fellow priests, and
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel with his kinsmen, and they built
the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings upon it, as it is
written in the law of Moses the man of God. They set the altar in its
place, for fear was upon them because of the peoples of the lands,
and they offered burnt offerings upon it to the LORD, burnt
offerings morning and evening. And they kept the feast of booths,
as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number
according to the ordinance, as each day required, and after that the
continual burnt offerings, the offerings at the new moon and at all
the appointed feasts of the LORD, and the offerings of every one
who made a freewill offering to the LORD. From the first day of the
seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD.
But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.

So they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the
Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according
to the grant which they had from Cyrus king of Persia.
Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second
month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning,
together with the rest of their brethren, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to
Jerusalem from the captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward,
to have the oversight of the work of the house of the LORD.
And Jeshua with his sons and his kinsmen, and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah,
together took the oversight of the workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of
Henadad and the Levites, their sons and kinsmen. And when the builders laid the
foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments came forward with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according
to the directions of David king of Israel; and they sang responsively, praising and giving
thanks to the LORD, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel."
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and
heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when
they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy; so that
the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the
people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard afar.

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the
returned exiles were building a temple to the LORD, the God of
Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers'
houses and said to them, "Let us build with you; for we worship
your God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since
the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here." But
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers' houses in
Israel said to them, "You have nothing to do with us in building a
house to our God; but we alone will build to the LORD, the God of
Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us." Then
the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and made
them afraid to build, and hired counselors against them to frustrate
their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the
beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the house of the
archives where the documents were stored. And in Ecbatana, the capital which is in the
province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: "A record. In the first year
of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree: Concerning the house of God at
Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices are offered and burnt offerings
are brought; its height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, with three courses of
great stones and one course of timber; let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. And also
let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the
temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and brought back to the
temple which is in Jerusalem, each to its place; you shall put them in the house of God."
"Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River, Sh'tharbozenai, and
your associates the governors who are in the province Beyond the River, keep away; let the
work on this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews
rebuild this house of God on its site. Moreover I make a decree regarding what you shall do
for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God; the cost is to be paid to
these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the tribute of the province from
Beyond the River. And whatever is needed -- young bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings
to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as the priests at Jerusalem require -- let that
be given to them day by day without fail, that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of
heaven, and pray for the life of the king and his sons. Also I make a decree that if any one
alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall be impaled upon it,
and his house shall be made a dunghill. May the God who has caused his name to dwell
there overthrow any king or people that shall put forth a hand to alter this, or to destroy this
house of God which is in Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it be done with all diligence."

Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the province
Beyond the River, Shetharbozenai, and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the
king had ordered. And the elders of the Jews built and prospered, through the prophesying
of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by
command of the God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and this house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of
the reign of Darius the king. And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the
rest of the returned exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy.
They offered at the dedication of this house of God one hundred bulls, two hundred rams,
four hundred lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel twelve he-goats, according to the
number of the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests in their divisions and the Levites in
their courses, for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is written in the book of Moses. On
the fourteenth day of the first month the returned exiles kept the Passover.
For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. So
they killed the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for
themselves; it was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by
everyone who had joined them and separated himself from the pollutions of the peoples of
the land to worship the LORD, the God of Israel. And they kept the feast of unleavened
bread seven days with joy; for the LORD had made them joyful, and had turned the heart of
the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God
of Israel.

Now after this, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of
Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilki'ah, son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son
of Ahitub, son of Amariah, son of Azari'ah, son of Meraioth, son of
Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, son of Abi'shu-a, son of Phinehas,
son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the chief priest -- this Ezra went up from
Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses which the LORD
the God of Israel had given; and the king granted him all that he asked,
for the hand of the LORD his God was upon him. And there went up also
to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxeres the king, some of the people
of Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the singers and gatekeepers,
and the temple servants.
And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh
year of the king; for on the first day of the first month he began to go up
from Babylonia, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to
Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God was upon him. For Ezra had set
his heart to study the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach his
statutes and ordinances in Israel.

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was
before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in
his presence. And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, seeing you are not
sick? This is nothing else but sadness of the heart." Then I was very much afraid. I
said to the king, "Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when
the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lies waste, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?" Then the king said to me, "For what do you make request?"
So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king,
and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the
city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may rebuild it." And the king said to me (the
queen sitting beside him), "How long will you be gone, and when will you return?"
So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. And I said to the king, "If
it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond
the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah; and a letter to
Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams
for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the
house which I shall occupy." And the king granted me what I asked, for the good
hand of my God was upon me.

Then I came to the governors of the province Beyond the River, and gave them the king's
letters. Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen.
But when Sanbalat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard this, it
displeased them greatly that some one had come to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.
So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days.

Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me; and I told no one what my God had put
into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no beast with me but the beast on which I rode.
I went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Jackal's Well and to the Dung Gate, and I
inspected the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which had been
destroyed by fire. Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool; but there was
no place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then I went up in the night by the valley
and inspected the wall; and I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.
And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing; and I had not yet told
the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest that were to do the work. Then I
said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates
burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer disgrace."
And I told them of the hand of my God which had been upon me for good, and also of the
words which the king had spoken to me. And they said, "Let us rise up and build." So they
strengthened their hands for the good work.

But when Sanbalat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the
Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going
forward and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very
angry; and they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem
and to cause confusion in it. And we prayed to our God, and set a guard as
a protection against them day and night. But Judah said, "The strength of
the burden-bearers is failing, and there is much rubbish; we are not able to
work on the wall."
And our enemies said, "They will not know or see till we come into the
midst of them and kill them and stop the work." When the Jews who lived
by them came they said to us ten times, "From all the places where they live
they will come up against us." So in the lowest parts of the space behind the
wall, in open places, I stationed the people according to their families, with
their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and arose, and
said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, "Do not
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight
for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes."
When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had
frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work.

From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half
held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail; and the leaders stood
behind all the house of Judah, who were building on the wall. Those who
carried burdens were laden in such a way that each with one hand
labored on the work and with the other held his weapon. And each of the
builders had his sword girded at his side while he built. The man who
sounded the trumpet was beside me. And I said to the nobles and to the
officials and to the rest of the people, "The work is great and widely
spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. In the
place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God
will fight for us." So we labored at the work, and half of them held the
spears from the break of dawn till the stars came out.
I also said to the people at that time, "Let every man and his servant pass
the night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and
may labor by day." So neither I nor my brethren nor my servants nor the
men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our clothes; each
kept his weapon in his hand.

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the
month Elul, in fifty-two days.
And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations
round about us were afraid and fell greatly in their own
esteem; for they perceived that this work had been
accomplished with the help of our God.

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate; and they told
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. And
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could
hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing the
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the
book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden pulpit which they had made for the
purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his
right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and
Meshullam on his left hand.
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people; and
when he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God; and all the
people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands; and they bowed their heads and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,
helped the people to understand the law, while the people remained in their places. And they
read from the book, from the law of God, clearly; and they gave the sense, so that the people
understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe,
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your
God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.
Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to him
for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy
of the LORD is your strength." So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, "Be quiet, for this day
is holy; do not be grieved." And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were
declared to them.

