V. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit, and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

V. Let us pray.
R. O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did
instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same
Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever rejoice in His
consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Born in Olgossa in the Darfur region of southern Sudan, Josephine was kidnapped
at the age of 7, sold into slavery and given the name Bakhita, which
means fortunate. She was resold several times, finally in 1883 to Callisto Legnani,
Italian consul in Khartoum, Sudan.
Two years later, he took Josephine to Italy and gave her to his friend Augusto
Michieli. Bakhita became babysitter to Mimmina Michieli, whom she
accompanied to Venice’s Institute of the Catechumens, run by the Canossian
Sisters. While Mimmina was being instructed, Josephine felt drawn to the
Catholic Church. She was baptized and confirmed in 1890, taking the name
Josephine.
When the Michielis returned from Africa and wanted to take Mimmina and
Josephine back with them, the future saint refused to go. During the ensuing
court case, the Canossian Sisters and the patriarch of Venice intervened on
Josephine’s behalf. The judge concluded that since slavery was illegal in Italy, she
had actually been free since 1885.
Josephine entered the Institute of St. Magdalene of Canossa in 1893 and made her
profession three years later. In 1902, she was transferred to the city of Schio
(northeast of Verona), where she assisted her religious community through
cooking, sewing, embroidery, and welcoming visitors at the door. She soon
became well loved by the children attending the sisters’ school and the local
citizens. She once said, “Be good, love the Lord, pray for those who do not know
Him. What a great grace it is to know God!”
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-josephine-bakhita/
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After Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, who came from the land of Kittim, had defeated
Darius, king of the Persians and the Medes, he succeeded him as king. (He had previously
become king of Greece.) He fought many battles, conquered strongholds, and put to death the
kings of the earth. He advanced to the ends of the earth, and plundered many nations. When the
earth became quiet before him, he was exalted, and his heart was lifted up. He gathered a very
strong army and ruled over countries, nations, and princes, and they became tributary to him.
After this he fell sick and perceived that he was dying.

So he summoned his most honored officers, who had been brought up with him from youth, and
divided his kingdom among them while he was still alive. And after Alexander had reigned twelve
years, he died. Then his officers began to rule, each in his own place.
They all put on crowns after his death, and so did their sons after them for many years; and they
caused many evils on the earth. From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of
Antiochus the king; he had been a hostage in Rome. He began to reign in the one hundred and
thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.
In those days lawless men came forth from Israel, and misled many, saying, "Let us go and make a
covenant with the Gentiles round about us, for since we separated from them many evils have
come upon us."
This proposal pleased them, and some of the people eagerly went to the king. He authorized them
to observe the ordinances of the Gentiles. So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, according to
Gentile custom, and removed the marks of circumcision, and abandoned the holy covenant. They
joined with the Gentiles and sold themselves to do evil.

Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one
people, and that each should give up his customs. All the Gentiles
accepted the command of the king. Many even from Israel gladly
adopted his religion; they sacrificed to idols and profaned the
Sabbath.
And the king sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the cities
of Judah; he directed them to follow customs strange to the land, to
forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the
sanctuary, to profane Sabbaths and feasts, to defile the sanctuary
and the priests, to build altars and sacred precincts and shrines for
idols, to sacrifice swine and unclean animals, and to leave their
sons uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by
everything unclean and profane, so that they should forget the law
and change all the ordinances. "And whoever does not obey the
command of the king shall die."

Eleazar, one of the scribes in high position, a man now advanced in age and of noble
presence, was being forced to open his mouth to eat swine's flesh. But he, welcoming death
with honor rather than life with pollution, went up to the rack of his own accord, spitting
out the flesh, as men ought to go who have the courage to refuse things that it is not right to
taste, even for the natural love of life. Those who were in charge of that unlawful sacrifice
took the man aside, because of their long acquaintance with him, and privately urged him to
bring meat of his own providing, proper for him to use, and pretend that he was eating the
flesh of the sacrificial meal which had been commanded by the king, so that by doing this
he might be saved from death, and be treated kindly on account of his old friendship with
them. But making a high resolve, worthy of his years and the dignity of his old age and the
gray hairs which he had reached with distinction and his excellent life even from childhood,
and moreover according to the holy God-given law, he declared himself quickly, telling them
to send him to Hades. "Such pretense is not worthy of our time of life," he said, "lest many of
the young should suppose that Eleazar in his ninetieth year has gone over to an alien
religion, and through my pretense, for the sake of living a brief moment longer, they should
be led astray because of me, while I defile and disgrace my old age. For even if for the
present I should avoid the punishment of men, yet whether I live or die I shall not escape the
hands of the Almighty. Therefore, by manfully giving up my life now, I will show myself
worthy of my old age and leave to the young a noble example of how to die a good death
willingly and nobly for the revered and holy laws." When he had said this, he went at once to
the rack.

And those who a little before had acted toward him with good will now changed to ill will,
because the words he had uttered were in their opinion sheer madness. When he was about
to die under the blows, he groaned aloud and said: "It is clear to the Lord in his holy
knowledge that, though I might have been saved from death, I am enduring terrible
sufferings in my body under this beating, but in my soul I am glad to suffer these things
because I fear him." So in this way he died, leaving in his death an example of nobility and a
memorial of courage, not only to the young but to the great body of his nation.

It happened also that seven brothers and their mother were arrested and were
being compelled by the king, under torture with whips and cords, to partake of
unlawful swine's flesh.

One of them, acting as their spokesman, said, "What do you intend to ask and
learn from us? For we are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our
fathers." The king fell into a rage, and gave orders that pans and caldrons be
heated.
These were heated immediately, and he commanded that the tongue of their
spokesman be cut out and that they scalp him and cut off his hands and feet,
while the rest of the brothers and the mother looked on. When he was utterly
helpless, the king ordered them to take him to the fire, still breathing, and to fry
him in a pan. The smoke from the pan spread widely, but the brothers and their
mother encouraged one another to die nobly, saying, "The Lord God is watching
over us and in truth has compassion on us, as Moses declared in his song which
bore witness against the people to their faces, when he said, `And he will have
compassion on his servants.'"

The mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable memory. Though she saw her
seven sons perish within a single day, she bore it with good courage because of her hope in
the Lord.
She encouraged each of them in the language of their fathers. Filled with a noble spirit, she
fired her woman's reasoning with a man's courage, and said to them, "I do not know how
you came into being in my womb. It was not I who gave you life and breath, nor I who set in
order the elements within each of you. Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the
beginning of man and devised the origin of all things, will in his mercy give life and breath
back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for the sake of his laws." Antiochus felt
that he was being treated with contempt, and he was suspicious of her reproachful tone. The
youngest brother being still alive, Antiochus not only appealed to him in words, but
promised with oaths that he would make him rich and enviable if he would turn from the
ways of his fathers, and that he would take him for his friend and entrust him with public
affairs.
Since the young man would not listen to him at all, the king called the mother to him and
urged her to advise the youth to save himself. After much urging on his part, she undertook
to persuade her son. But, leaning close to him, she spoke in their native tongue as follows,
deriding the cruel tyrant: "My son, have pity on me. I carried you nine months in my womb,
and nursed you for three years, and have reared you and brought you up to this point in your
life, and have taken care of you. I beseech you, my child, to look at the heaven and the earth
and see everything that is in them, and recognize that God did not make them out of things
that existed. Thus also mankind comes into being. Do not fear this butcher, but prove
worthy of your brothers. Accept death, so that in God's mercy I may get you back again with
your brothers."

While she was still speaking, the young man said, "What are you waiting for? I will
not obey the king's command, but I obey the command of the law that was given
to our fathers through Moses.
But you, who have contrived all sorts of evil against the Hebrews, will certainly not
escape the hands of God. For we are suffering because of our own sins. And if our
living Lord is angry for a little while, to rebuke and discipline us, he will again be
reconciled with his own servants. But you, unholy wretch, you most defiled of all
men, do not be elated in vain and puffed up by uncertain hopes, when you raise
your hand against the children of heaven. You have not yet escaped the judgment
of the almighty, all-seeing God. For our brothers after enduring a brief suffering
have drunk of everflowing life under God's covenant; but you, by the judgment of
God, will receive just punishment for your arrogance. I, like my brothers, give up
body and life for the laws of our fathers, appealing to God to show mercy soon to
our nation and by afflictions and plagues to make you confess that he alone is
God, and through me and my brothers to bring to an end the wrath of the
Almighty which has justly fallen on our whole nation." The king fell into a rage,
and handled him worse than the others, being exasperated at his scorn.
So he died in his integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord. Last of all, the
mother died, after her sons.
Let this be enough, then, about the eating of sacrifices and the extreme tortures.

But Mattathias answered and said in a loud voice: "Even if all the nations that live
under the rule of the king obey him, and have chosen to do his commandments,
departing each one from the religion of his fathers, yet I and my sons and my
brothers will live by the covenant of our fathers. Far be it from us to desert the law
and the ordinances. We will not obey the king's words by turning aside from our
religion to the right hand or to the left." When he had finished speaking these
words, a Jew came forward in the sight of all to offer sacrifice upon the altar in
Modein, according to the king's command.
When Mattathias saw it, be burned with zeal and his heart was stirred. He gave
vent to righteous anger; he ran and killed him upon the altar. At the same time he
killed the king's officer who was forcing them to sacrifice, and he tore down the
altar. Thus he burned with zeal for the law, as Phinehas did against Zimri the son
of Salu. Then Mattathias cried out in the city with a loud voice, saying: "Let every
one who is zealous for the law and supports the covenant come out with me!"

And he and his sons fled to the hills and left all that they had in the city. Then
many who were seeking righteousness and justice went down to the wilderness to
dwell there, they, their sons, their wives, and their cattle, because evils pressed
heavily upon them.

But Judas, who was also called Maccabeus, and his companions secretly entered
the villages and summoned their kinsmen and enlisted those who had continued
in the Jewish faith, and so they gathered about six thousand men.

They besought the Lord to look upon the people who were oppressed by all, and
to have pity on the temple which had been profaned by ungodly men, and to have
mercy on the city which was being destroyed and about to be leveled to the
ground, and to hearken to the blood that cried out to him, and to remember also
the lawless destruction of the innocent babies and the blasphemies committed
against his name, and to show his hatred of evil. As soon as Maccabeus got his
army organized, the Gentiles could not withstand him, for the wrath of the Lord
had turned to mercy.
Coming without warning, he would set fire to towns and villages. He captured
strategic positions and put to flight not a few of the enemy. He found the nights
most advantageous for such attacks. And talk of his valor spread everywhere.

Now Maccabeus and his followers, the Lord leading them on, recovered the
temple and the city; and they tore down the altars which had been built in the
public square by the foreigners, and also destroyed the sacred precincts. They
purified the sanctuary, and made another altar of sacrifice; then, striking fire out
of flint, they offered sacrifices, after a lapse of two years, and they burned incense
and lighted lamps and set out the bread of the Presence. And when they had done
this, they fell prostrate and besought the Lord that they might never again fall
into such misfortunes, but that, if they should ever sin, they might be disciplined
by him with forbearance and not be handed over to blasphemous and barbarous
nations. It happened that on the same day on which the sanctuary had been
profaned by the foreigners, the purification of the sanctuary took place, that is, on
the twenty-fifth day of the same month, which was Chislev. And they celebrated it
for eight days with rejoicing, in the manner of the feast of booths, remembering
how not long before, during the feast of booths, they had been wandering in the
mountains and caves like wild animals. Therefore bearing ivy-wreathed wands
and beautiful branches and also fronds of palm, they offered hymns of
thanksgiving to him who had given success to the purifying of his own holy place.
They decreed by public ordinance and vote that the whole nation of the Jews
should observe these days every year. Such then was the end of Antiochus, who
was called Epiphanes.

Then Numenius and his companions arrived from Rome, with letters to
the kings and countries, in which the following was written:
"Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King Ptolemy, greeting. The envoys of
the Jews have come to us as our friends and allies to renew our ancient
friendship and alliance. They had been sent by Simon the high priest and
by the people of the Jews, and have brought a gold shield weighing a
thousand minas. We therefore have decided to write to the kings and
countries that they should not seek their harm or make war against them
and their cities and their country, or make alliance with those who war
against them. And it has seemed good to us to accept the shield from
them. Therefore if any pestilent men have fled to you from their country,
hand them over to Simon the high priest, that he may punish them
according to their law." The consul wrote the same thing to Demetrius
the king and to Attalus and Ariarathes and Arsaces.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses ,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
Amen

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was
dawning, Mary Magdalene came with the other Mary
to inspect the tomb. (Mt. 28:1)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

An angel came to the stone,
rolled it back and sat on it. (Mt. 28:2)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

Then the angel spoke, addressing the women: “Do
not be frightened. I know you are looking for Jesus
the crucified, but He is not here. He has been raised,
exactly as He promised.” (Mt. 28:5-6)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

“He has been raised from the dead and now
goes ahead of you to Galilee.” (Mt. 28:7)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

On the evening of the first day of the week, even though
the disciples had locked the doors of the place where they
were.... Jesus came and stood before them. “Peace be with
you,” He said. (Jn. 20:19)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

In their panic and fright they thought they
were seeing a ghost. (Lk. 24:37)

Hail Mary, full of Grace the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

He said to them, “Why are you disturbed? Look at My
hands and My feet; it is really I.” (Lk. 24:38-39)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

At the sight of the Lord, the
disciples rejoiced. (Jn.20:20)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

“Peace be with you.” Jesus said again. “As the
Father has sent Me, so I send you.” (Jn. 20:21)

Hail Mary, full of Grace the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever
believes in Me, though he should die, will
come to life.” (Jn 11:25-26)
Hail Mary,
full of Grace
the Lord is with
thee. Blessed
art thou among
women and
blessed is the
fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us
sinners now and
at the hour of
our death.
Amen.

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen

O my Jesus forgive us our
sins, save us from the fires
of hell. Lead all souls to
heaven especially those
most in need of your mercy.
Amen

